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Indian merchants were the pioneers of trade with the West and
also because of the tremendous influence of the westward trend
of nomadic hordes : Huns, Seljuks, Tartars and Ottoman Turks
all threatened the peace of Europe at different times. By the
dawn of the Christian era, however, Europe had become inspired
with the desire to know more of the Land of the Seres, which soon
came to be known as China from the feudal State of Ts'in. In
A.D. 196 there is record of an envoy of the Emperor Marcus
Aurelius in China. Christianity spread into Asia early in the
fourth century, when there was an episcopal see in Merv (Russian
Turkistan). The spread of Christianity during the fifth and
sixth centuries was Nestorian in form. Nestorinmsni, in fact,
soon became the only form of Christianity found in India and
China. Meanwhile trade between east and west was increasing
under the western dominance of the Byzantine Empire. The
Western world had long coveted the secret of the Chinese silk
manufacture; at last it was known tlmnigh the medium of
monks who smuggled in silkworm eggs.
The Byzantine emperors spent a good deal of their time
trying to check the inroads of the Persians on their eastern
frontier ; but a more serious foe was yet to come, in the Moslem
peril. The successors of Mahomet in the seventh and eighth
centuries established an empire stretching from Sainarqand to
Spain, and made their capital, Baghdad, the richest emporium
of its day, commanding routes by sea and land. The power of
the Mahommedan Arabs in time gave place to that of the Seljuk
Turks. This branch of the Asiatic hordes appeared near the
river Oxus at the end of the tenth century, and with the collapse
of the Mahommedan Empire they took their opportunity to
push westwards. By 1071 the Seljuks had captured Jerusalem
and were persecuting pilgrims, who by this time journeyed
from all parts of Europe to the sacred spots of the Holy Land,
Thus was precipitated the great crusading movement as an
offensive of the West against the East. Among the many impor-
tant results of the Crusades may be mentioned the immense
impetus that was given to missionary and trading enterprise
in the Far East. Missionary expeditions beginning with St*
Francis in the thirteenth century and travels of merchants and
others throughout the Middle Ages gradually brought the great
unknown continent of Asia into closer touch with the nations
of Europe, Incidentally, the Crusades had the effect of opening
up the sea-route to the East by the Mediterranean and Red
Sea and also the Persian Gulf, routes which had for long been
in the hands of the Moslems, controlling as they did the western
outlet at Gibraltar and the eastern at the Nile delta and Persian